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We, Frederic, Archcarver and Elector

of the Holy Roman EmPire, Duke in

Bavatia, by the grace of God, Elector

Palatine on the Rhine, &c., present to

all and each of our Superin-tendents,

Pastors, Preachers, Ofificers of the

Church, and Schoolmasters, throughottt

our Electorate of the Rhenish Palatinate,

our grace and greeting, and do them;

herewith, to wit

Inasmuch as we acknowledge that we

are bound by the adnronition of the Di-

vine word, and also by natural duty and

3

beu OtDein 1 be6

Stt 8rile,
ti4 Don @otz
tei GJenoDen

$lcrtbgrafe
$eifigen S6nri;

f6en ffieidr6 Gr6tru6[e6 unb
G$urffirft I $ergog in EopernT
,e, Gntbieten cffen bnD ieben
Dnfern OuperintcnDente I SIan
[;errn 7 $rebigrun I .Rir6sn bnb
66ulbienern bnfer6 G$urffirz
ftentDuntb6 ber Sfut6grofe;
fdoff't beg SFein / bnfer gonob

bnb grufi I $nD ftigen eufi $iet
nit 3uruiiflen.

flttt6 Dem ruir un6 ouF etinz
nerung @0ttlt66 flSorf6 / ouo
nctfirli$er pftidtt ufi.ruanan!
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relation, and have finally determined to

order and administer our office, calling,

and government, not only for the pro-4o-

tion and maintenance of quiet and peace-

able living, and for the support of up.-

right and virtuous walk and conversation

among our subjects, but also andlabove

all, constantly to admonish and'lead them

to devout knowledge and fear of the A1-

as the only found4tion of all virtue and

obedience, and to spare no pains, so far

as in us':Iies, 'with all sincerity to pro-

nu$ irfulbig effennE. SnD enDz

Iidt fiirgerommen / Snfer uon
Oott beloblen llrnpt 1 beruff
bnD tegierung / ni6t ollein 3u
frieDli$E 7 riitgern $eim I su6
tuertottunE gfr$tigen ouff'ridl
tigen !,nD Sugentfauren tuotr:
bet6 bnb [ebenf bnfcrer bnberz
t$cnen_1 3uri$ten bnb cn6uftefz
len : GonDern oud, bnD furz
nemttdt biefetbige au redltidrsf
fen* crfnfrtnu$ DnD fordlt be6
Q{tme$tisen I snb feine6 fefig,
ma6enDen So*6 | sl6 Do6 et'
nigc funbomenf otrler Sugenten
bn ge$orfcung t ie fenger ie me$r
on3urueilen bfr 3ubringen. ?IuS
olio lie Em euigen DnD Eeiflid)e
nolfurt bn0efport6 btetp Don

grunD

l: ..: '

:at: , a. .
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mote their temporal and eternal welfare,

and to contribute to the defence and

maintenance of the same:

And, although aPPrised on entering

upon our government, how our' dear

cousins and predecessors, Counts Pala-

tine, Electors, &e, of noble and blessed

memory, have instituted and proposed

divers Christian and profitable measures

and appliances for the furtherance of the

glory of God and the upholding of civil

discipline and order:

Notwithstanding this purpose was not

in every respect plosecuted with the ap-

propriate zeal, and,the expected and de'

5

Elunb bnfer6 $er8en6 ger$ beu

furDem / bnb forit on bn6 I bcr;
bep erfotten gelfr'er[ tooften.

$nD cbjr glei6 onfongd in
eintrettung Dnfeuer Tegier$nS
erfaren_: fltstenof bon unfiern
fietren Settern bnb tlofarnr
$rol8groien t Gguriu{teir 2;.
t$bfid)er feliger geDedtnul t ol'
ferfonb Gbdftlidre bnD nu5tt;
4e orbnungen bR Dorbereitin:
gen / tu beffirberung foldter ebr
($otted I bfr crbaftuna Sriraei,
Ii{eu Sqd)t bnb toliclg cuffge:
d6t UnD frirsenommen:

9oB bodl tternielbigen nit
ntit_bem ernit / $ie e6 fi6 wot
gePfiret_ I s[ent$a[6en nad7get
fef;t I Stel peniger bie bergofte

o iti bnD
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sired fruit did not accrLle therefrom-

we are now indtrced not only to renew

the same, but also, as the exigencies of

the times demand, to imProve, reform,

and further to establish them. There-

fore we also have ascertained that by no

means the least defect of our system is

found in the fact, that our blooming

youth is disposed to be careless in re-

spect to Christian doctrine, both in the

schools and churches of our principality

:some, indeed, being entirely without

Christian instruction, others being un-

systematically taught, without any estab-

lished, certain, and clear catechism, but

merely according to individual plan or

bnD bege$e frudlt Dorcu$ ge
folgt unD gfprirt nolDE. Se[,
dle6 Dn6 benn,berurfo$t / nit
ollein Diefelbige ruiDcruiii lurct-.
nenern 7 fonDern ou6 / ba e6

bie notflnenbigfett erforDertl
in uerbeficrung 3uridlten I trev
Ieutern / bnD neitere iurfcDung
3ut[un. 2IIio nir oud in bem
nit ben geringftcn mongel befun
Den I Dafi bie bhienbe iugenD olz
Ientfol0cn I beibe6 in €fiuten
DnD Sir$en $nfet6 60urffir,
ftentDurtrlB in 69rifrli4n &v
re fe$r foDdelfig / bnD tum t$etl
gor nit / tum teil ober bnglet$l
bnD 3u feinen befltenDigen I get
niifen unD einDetligen Gate4iz
fmo: fonDern no$- etne6 t;[r;
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judgment; from which, among other

great defects, the consequence has en-

sued, that they have, in too manY in-

stances, grown up without the fear of

God and the knowledge of His word,

having enjoyed no profitable instructior,

or otherrvise have been perplexed with

irrelevant and needless questions, and at

times have been burdened with unsound

doctrines.

And. now, rvhereas both temporal anrl

spiritual offices, government and family

discipline, cannot otherwise be main-

tained-and in order that discipline and

obedience to authority and all other vir-

I9I

ftirncmen bnb gutbfrnden or;
ge$ctten bnD bnDerniefen Dol
Den. Snrcufi fuii ncben onDern
bielfaltigen groilen bnristig:
reifen erfolgt I Dsf fie offieurna
Ien otr7ne @0ffe6 fur$t bnD erz
fantqufi feine6 flBortd onff'ge;
Ua$ien 1 teirc eintre$tigr" int
Derneifung geDabf I oDei fonF
mit rueitteuffiigen Dnnoturffti;
gen f,rogen / ou6 bifneilen rnit
wiDerpatiger Sere 

' 
bef$weret

tuotDen ift.
Sen nun beiD 69ditti6s uR

tueltlt6e dmpter I Seginrent bR
9oufDsltungen I anberft ntt be;
ltenDigli6en erfslfen DctDeu
oudl tu6t unD erbsrfeit bn aUe
onDere gutc fugente beD Den Dn'

o iirj befigat
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tures may increase. and :be multiplied

among, 5ufjecti--=it, is essential that our

youth be trained in early life, and above

ilf in the pure and consistent dogtrine of

the hofy Gospel, and be well exercised

in the proper and true knowledge of

Therefore, we have r",garded it as a

high robiigation, and as the most impor-

tant duty of our giivernment, to give at-

tention to this matter, to do away with

this defect, and to introduce the needful

improvements:

', And according-ly, with the advice ,and

cooperation oJ ',our entire theqlogical

faculty in ,this place,. and of all Super-

Dcd$anen tunemen DnD ouff,
roa$ffen mfigen 7 Senn Da Die

I{-genDt glei$ onfang6 / bfr uol
ollcn.DingE tu reiner/-0ri6 gfet6
TDmriger [e[l De6 geitige Gusn,
gelii bnD regtflgoff'enir erfofrt
ryF @ofte6 onge$olfen / bnD
Dorinnen ftefig6 feiiUet mirbii--

€o gcben-Dir ftrr ein bobe
notuffi-gec$tet t'suq tli,irti,
nen I o[6 Dem bolnemlteri itric
ein6 Snfer6 Sesinr entd t fiebtt;
ttfr-6 einiegend tutDun /: D-ie'un,
tf$tigfeif . bnD 

- 
bnglei60eif o0

3ui6cfren / DR nolnenbioe ber
beiflerung on3uftslfen, 

v

UnD bemnag mit rfat bE
SutDun $nferer flongen'Sbeo;
IogifSen Sscuttet-olliie I du6

otrlen

God

I3



t94 THE HEIDELBERG CATECHiSM

Soneb. I
THE TERCENTENARY TRANSLATiON

I
intendents and distinguished servants of

the Church, we have secured therprepa-

ration of a summary course of instruc-

tion or catechism of our Christian Re-

ligion, according to the word of God,

in the German and Latin languages; in

order not only that the youth in churches

and schools may be piously instructed:in

such Christian doctrine, and be thor-

oughly trained therein, but also that the

PaFtors and Schoolmasters themselves

may be provided with a fixed form and

model, by which to regulate the instruc-

tion of youth, and not, at their option,

adopt daily changes, or introduce erro:

r95

sllen Gupedntcnbenten bnD

fihnernften Sil4mbienern eV

nen €ummstiidlen DnDerrt{t
oB (Sott$iimuno Dnfercr 6$tiit
[idlen Seligion ouB Dem Sof
@otte6 1 beiDe6 tn $eutidter uF
Snteinifd)ct €Pls6 Ee{cfcn
unD ftelll lafcn. ssmif.ftr!$
ni$t sllein bie iugenDt in .fr!r,
dten bnD €d)ulen 1 in folder
GD:iltlidler 8e$re I @ottfetig;
It4en DnDrmi{cn / unD Doqu
ein$eltriglidten onge$clten i fgn.
Dcr nu6 Dte SrsDiger bn 9dtut
meifter felbs ein gemife bnD bc

ftenDige form DnD moF $oben
mtigen / nie lie lidt in unbetnei
fung Der iugenDt uetbalten folz
Ien / unD ni6t iref 0$oUtnuit$;
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neous doctrine:.

We do herewith affectionatelY

ish and enjoin upon every one of You,

that you do, for the honour of God and

our subjectl, and also for the sake of

youl own soulls profit and welfare,

thankfully accept this profiered Cate-

chism or course of instruction, and that

you do ditigently and faithfutly r:epresent

and explain the, same aCcording to its

true import, to the youth in our schools

and churches, and also from the pulpit

to the common PeoPle, that You teach,

and act, and live in accordance with it,

in the assured hope, that if our youth in

Ii6e enbetungE ffirnemen/ obet

wibemerttge tef1re cinfiiren.
Gu6 [liernit alle bnD einem

icDen befionber gnebigli$s btlb
Lrnlttidlen etmonenD bfr bcfe$:

IenDe 7 ir wollet ongetegten 6cz
te$iirnum ou SnDerrid)t / bmb

ber e$re CIotfe6,l bnb Snferer
unbert$anen / ouq e$aer {ee;
ten fetb6 nub bnD befitem stlle/
Dondbarlis cnneme- / au6 ben

fe{Sisen no6 item ft6ten bet:
ftsn[ ber iugenb in f6ufen.unD
htrdlen /' ouq tonft cuff bet
6anbe{ 

-Dem 
gemeinen ficn

uteiifiq unb wol einbilben / Darz

nridi libzen t tl,un Dn [eben. Sn,
geEloeiff'etter boffnung bqD 3t!,
ue-rlid'f / roe$n bie iusentf_fil;
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fang6 im ruott CIotte6 ttlfo mit
ern[t unbermiefen bnb ctufferz

f,ogm : eB $erDe Der lltme$ti$
cudt bqTerung be6 [e[en61 Teitt
It6e bnD ewige woffort ber,
Ieif;en unb mtDerfuren laifen.

Iaut 7 lu geid1c[en iu eu$ entli;
d)en uerie$en.
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early life are'earnestly instructed and

educated in the word of God, it will

please A]mighty God also to grant refor-

mation of public and private morals, and

temporal and.eternal welfare. Desiring,

as above said, that all this may be ac-

complished, we have made this provision.

'.'Given at Heidelberg, Tuegday; the

nineteenth of January, in the year 1563

after the birth of Christ, our dear Lord

and Saviour."

Ootum.begDetberg ouf Sfniiog ben

neunbebenDen fionbt6rog Sonuorii /
$tsdl Gb:il?i unfer6 licben -$cnn unb

getigrna6er6 geburt / im $or /
S-oufenDt z 8irnfi'bunDert /

D:eD unD: feotig.




